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To keep track of Gre Zeigler’s journey
across the country, check out his blog
travelswithsteinbeck.wordpress.com.

Focus On

5 QUESTIONS

5 Questions: Modern adventurer takes
on Steinbeck journey

By Naomi Creason, Sentinel Reporter, September 18,
2009

Last updated: Saturday, September 19, 2009 3:59 PM EDT

Thursday was when Greg Zeigler arrived in the
Harrisburg area, making a stop at Harrisburg
Academy in Wormleysburg to talk to students
before meeting with some family members in
Carlisle for dinner.

It wasn’t long before Zeigler visited classes at
Cumberland Valley High School and Carlisle High
School on Friday and then left to make sure he’d
be in Connecticut on Saturday.

With a goal of 12,000 miles in 10 weeks, Zeigler can’t spend too much time
dawdling.

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of John Steinbeck’s journey across America detailed in “Travels
with Charley,” Zeigler, who is from Jackson, Wyo., is blogging about his own “Travels with Steinbeck,”
visiting the same cities as the American writer – if not in the same order. Just as Steinbeck traveled
with his “standard poodle” Charley, Zeigler is traveling with his “standard Maltese” Max, who regularly
steals the show when Zeigler visits schools.

Zeigler plans on visiting all of the cities in the book, staying at the same Ambassador East Hotel in
Chicago that Steinbeck did and even meeting his wife on the same amount of stops that Steinbeck
met his wife Elaine.

While taking some time out in Carlisle on Thursday, unfortunately his first bout of rainy weather on
the trip, Zeigler sat down and answered a few questions about his journey so far.

Question: Why did you want to trace Steinbeck’s
route from “Travels with Charley?”

Zeigler: “I loved the idea of traveling all over the
U.S. and talking to people. You can call it an
excuse (that I used “Travels with Charley”), but
that first urge was to talk to people and then to
combine it (with the book).”

Question: How much research did you put into following the same route as Steinbeck?

Zeigler: “I decided in 2007 that I was going to do this. I read his biography and his works to really get
to know where he was. I got a 1959 Rand McNally map guide and read what he wrote in his letters
back home (detailed in Steinbeck’s “A Life in Letters”). I read what he wrote and cross indexed the
letters with what he wrote in “Charley.” I was able to figure out that he must have been here on this
night.

“I’m also sure that he traveled right through Harrisburg. It was near the end of his journey and he was
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pushing for home – he was pretty burned out. He was traveling out of West Virginia and into
Pennsylvania, and he had to have taken what would now be Route 11 and 81. He would have gone
straight through Harrisburg.”

Question: Have there been any memorable moments in your journey that stand out so far?

Zeigler: “I only met him for five minutes, but I met a young African American woman along the way,
and she came with her father, who was a blind pastor. Just his presence was powerful, and I could
tell that he’s a whole other story. I can tell you that if he put his sightless eyes on me, I’d be sitting up
straighter. That was in Burlington, Colo.

“I also went catfish fishing in eastern Kansas. I met three guys there and at dusk, we went fishing.
One of the guys put a full lineman’s harness on with a nylon rope tied to his hound dog, named
“Hound dog.” He went right into the middle of the stream with the dog behind him. It was just beautiful
and the moon was a slice of lemon in the sky. It was very much a great experience.”

Question: What types of questions do students ask you during your talks at schools?

Zeigler: “I always say to kids, make me think. One of the kids asked me, ‘Since Steinbeck talks
about issues before his time, what issues are ahead of my time?’ Well, that certainly made me think.

“Another kid asked me ‘Don’t people look at you weird?’ And it surprises me that people don’t mind. I
mean, I’m a guy walking around alone with a dog and asking them to take their picture. They don’t
know where the pictures are going. But everyone has been so welcoming.”

Question: If you could trace the footsteps of any literary adventurer (feasibly or not), whom would
you choose?

Zeigler: “I’d like to see if I could retrace the steps of (Ernest) Shackleton. I’d love to visit Antarctica -
probably by boat, but I wouldn’t mind doing some climbing as well. That whole story is just
fascinating. I could do without the starving, though.”
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